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Cross Party Group on Gypsies & Travellers (CPG) 
National Assembly for Wales 
 
Date/Time: 2 November 2016 / 12.00 - 2.00 
Venue: Senedd  
 

Minutes 
 

1. Present 

27 people were in attendance please see attached register 
 

2. Chair’s Welcome 

Julie Morgan welcome people to the first meeting of the group in the new 
Assembly, the main purpose of the meeting was to reconstitute the group. 
She explained the history and purpose of the Cross Party Group within 
the structure of the National Assembly for Wales rather than the Welsh 
Government. 

 
Like other CPGs was open to the general public, but more than that it 
made a special effort to make sure that Gypsies and Travellers attended 
because Assembly Members needed to know what they thought about the 
issues that affect them. 

 
She explained that the Assembly was made up of all of the Assembly 
Members elected across Wales and that their role was to hold the Welsh 
Government to account. The Welsh Government was made up of just a 
small number of Assembly Members and they were responsible for 
providing most of the public services provided to the people of Wales, for 
example: 

 Education 

 Housing, including Gypsy & Traveller sites, and 

 Health 
 

3. Election of Officers 

i. It was proposed that Julie Morgan should be appointed as Chair 
and was accepted unopposed (Proposed Trudy Aspinwall, 
Seconded Kirby Jones) 

ii. It was proposed that Thomas Hendry (SEWREC) should be 
appointed as Secretary and this was also accepted unopposed 
(Proposed Julie Morgan, Seconded Sonia Dixon) 
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4. Quick explanation of cross party group and purpose of the steering group. 

The Chair, Julie Morgan, explained that she was the Assembly Member for 
Cardiff North, and had chaired the CPG since it was first set up and before 
that had chaired the CPG on Gypsies & Travellers at the UK Parliament. 
She told members that it was a privilege to Chair the Group and that she 
had met some great people in the process. 
 
She explained that the Steering group for the CPG had agreed that at least 
1 community member would assist the chair to facilitate the meeting. 
Kirby Jones would be co-Chairing the meeting with her today. 

 
Kirby Jones introduced herself as a community member from 
Pembrokeshire. Kirby worked with the Unity Project, but had a long 
history of being active within the community and of advocacy on behalf of 
Gypsy & Travellers. She was also a member of the Steering Group for this 
meeting. 

 
Kirby explained that the Cross-Party Group allowed members of the 
Assembly from across different parties to come together, with outside 
agencies and members of the public to share information about a 
particular subject. In the case of this Group these were the issues that 
affected Gypsies & Travellers. 

 
Kirby told the Group that this was their opportunity to make sure that 
Assembly Members knew what things were really like for them. 

 
She explained that most of the Group’s meetings took place in Cardiff, 
because that is where the Assembly was based, but said that members 
had made a commitment to go out to Gypsy & Traveller communities 
across Wales. Members had also made a commitment that the things that 
the CPG discussed would be the things that the community told us they 
wanted discussed. 

 
For that reason, the CPG had set up a steering group that included 4 
members of the community, from Cardiff, Newport and 2 from 
Pembrokeshire to help organise the meetings, but also to ‘take up’ the 
issues of concern discussed at the CPG and to report back to future 
meetings. 

 
5. Previous work of the CPG 

Julie pointed out that assembly Members from a number of political 
parties had signed up to the CPG on Gypsies & Travellers, which was a 
condition of the National Assembly for Wales to allow the formation of a 
Cross Party Group. She was grateful for their support. 
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Julie noted some of the work that the CPG had done in the past had 
included: 

 Discussions about the higher cost of gas, electricity and water for 
people on most sites.  Julie was pleased that staff at the Welsh 
Government had taken up this issue and had reported back to the 
CPG on the discussions that they had had with local authorities and 
utility suppliers. Julie hoped to see some improvements in the 
arrangements for utilities for sites in the future 

 A vigil on the steps of the Assembly to remember all those Gypsies 
who lost their lives as part of the Nazi Holocaust. Julie said that this 
had been a very moving vigil led by members of the community 
including a number of readings by members of the community and 
was attended by a very large number of Assembly Members from 
all parties and 1 Government Minister 

 The provision of new sites across Wales – the Chair said that we 
would see in the near future what impact changes to Welsh 
Housing law would have for Gypsies & Travellers 

 

 As part of the CPG’s commitment to meet communities outside 
Cardiff it had held the December meeting in Pembrokeshire and 
discussed site provision with officers of the Pembrokeshire County 
Council 

 
6. Priorities of the next 12 months 

The Chair said that there had been a bit of a gap between the CPG’s 
meeting this year because of the Assembly elections, but she was pleased 
to have been re-elected and said that there were a number of other AMs 
who have been elected or re-elected who also support the CPG.  

 
Julie suggested that the CPG needed to consider what its priorities should 
be for the next 12 months and with that in mind we would like to use the 
rest of the session for an open discussion. 

 
7. Open discussion 

Members discussed a number of topics that they felt the CPG could take 
up: 

 Transit sites and Negotiated Stopping Places – some members felt 
that the need for temporary accommodation while travelling had 
been overlooked and needed to be addressed. A number of 
different ways of providing transit accommodation were available 
ranging from traditional transits sites, to temporary transits sites 
and negotiated stopping. Members felt that the full range of 
possibilities ought to be discussed because the benefits to the 
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community, to the communities around us and to local authorities 
were enormous 

 Relationships with the Police – were often difficult. Some members 
felt that a significant improvement was needed and a mix of short 
term actions to make immediate improvements also needed to be 
followed up by actions that had a long-term impact 

 Young people’s session – members were reminded that they had 
made a commitment to holding a session specifically for young 
people 

 Ministerial meeting – a meeting with the new Minister fior 
Communities (and Children), Carl Sergeant, was thought to be a 
good idea, but some members thought that a pre-meeting would 
be useful so that we make the best use of our time with him 

 Well-being of Future Generations Act – members wondered how 
the needs of Gypsies & Travellers would be met and whether 
public bodies were being judged on whether they included Gypsies 
& Travellers in their plans. A meeting with Mark Drakeford, the 
Minister for Finance and Local Government, might also be useful 

 The Holocaust Memorial event should be repeated in January 

 Members agreed that 1 meeting of the CPG should take place in 
North Wales 

 Members also concluded that the CPG should do some work to 
improve media representation of the Gypsy & Traveller 
communities both by getting coverage of its own events but also by 
trying to get more coverage of positive stories across the Gypsy & 
Travellers communities in Wales 

 
 
 
 


